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Governor decides against 
special session on pensions 
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The zip line entrance of Louisville Mega Cavern takes on the architectural style of an old mining camp company store. 
PHOTOS BY MARTY PEARL/SPECIAL TO COURIER JOURNAL 


Classic holiday scenes boast thousands of LED lights in the 
Louisville Mega Cavern Lights Under Louisville display. 
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Louisville Mega Cavern adds holiday 
flair to all-weather, all-season lineup 


Jeffrey Lee Puckett 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Another world exists 100 feet below 
the Poplar Level neighborhood’s sur- 
face, with thriving businesses, Aus- 
tralians on trail bikes, high-end sail 
boats, and more than 3 million Christ- 
mas lights. 

Right under our noses, people are 
zip-lining 70 feet off the ground, flying 
past massive pillars carved from lime- 
stone and lit in purples and greens. Kids 
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Latest crash a new blow to Amtrak’s public image, 
though system remains popular in Congress. 1B 
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are inching their way along rope bridges 
or flying their bikes off ramps carved 
from dirt. 

This is the world of the Louisville 
Mega Cavern, 100 acres of underground 
business and entertainment space 
good enough to land at No. 12 on Trip 
Advisor’s list of the country’s top 25 at- 
tractions (beating out Mount Rushmore 
and Space Center Houston, no less). 

And throughout December, it’s also 
the reason for all of those traffic jams on 


See CAVERN, Page 11A 


Bowen speaks out 
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Player at center of ‘pay-to-play’ scandal not accused, 
has not asked for transfer release. 1C 
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Rope climbing mazes and zip rs courses make up one of 
the most popular attractions at Louisville Mega Cavern. 


“We never thought in a 
million years about tourism 


in any way, shape or form.” 
Mega Cavern owner Jim Lowry 


On the former limestone mine that has 
developed into a nationally ranked attraction 


IF YOU GO 
WHAT: Lights Under Louisville 


WHERE: Louisville Mega Cavern, 1841 
Taylor Ave. 


WHEN: Now through Dec. 31 


MORE INFORMATION: lightsunder 
louisville.com 


Weather 


High 62° XÑ Low 43° 
Rain. Forecast, 2A 
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LOUISVILLE 2400 Blankenbaker Pkwy ° 844-242-5304 • LexusOfLouisville.com 


Plus tax, title, license, & fees. $2,499 due at signing 10,000 miles a year, term 36 months. Subject to bank 
approval for qualified customers. MSRP $36,978. Offer expires 1/2/2018 


EXPERIENCE AMAZING 


Schnatter 
to give up 
chain’s 
CEO title 


Papa John’s founder 
to stay on as chairman 


Grace Schneider 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Papa John’s founder John Schnatter 
will step down as the company’s chief 
executive officer next month, about 
two months after he publicly criticized 
the NFL leadership over national an- 
them protests by football players — 
comments for which the company lat- 
er apologized. 

President and Chief 


The UofL Operating Officer Steve 
case files Ritchie will replace 
Schnatter on Jan. 1, the 

Mrosecutors company announced 
have 1,300 Thursday. Schnatter, 
calls, seek : 

: who appears in the 
more in der Š 
; , chain’s commercials 
pay-to-play 


and on its pizza boxes, 
is the company’s big- 
gest shareholder and will remain 
chairman of the board. 

Earlier this year, Schnatter blamed 
slowing sales growth at Papa John’s — 
an NFL sponsor and advertiser — on 
the outcry surrounding players kneel- 
ing during the national anthem. For- 
mer San Francisco 49ers quarterback 
Colin Kaepernick had kneeled during 
the national anthem to protest what he 
said was police mistreatment of black 
men, and other players started kneel- 
ing as well. 

“The controversy is polarizing the 
customer, polarizing the country,” 
Schnatter said during a conference call 
about the company’s earnings on Nov. 
1, 

The company apologized two 
weeks later, after white supremacists 
praised Schnatter’s comments and 
crowned the brand as the official pizza 
of the alt-right. 

The Louisville-based company 
quickly condemned racism and said it 
didn’t want such groups buying its piz- 
za. But an indelicate tweet published 
onthe company’s Twitter account said 
Papa John’s drew more attention to the 
hate groups. 

Saying the company would work 
with the NFL to find a positive way for- 
ward, the tweet added: “Open to ideas 
from all. Except neo-nazis — (a raised 
middle finger emoji) those guys.” 

Schnatter also ignited controversy 
in 2012 when he blamed the Affordable 
Care Act for forcing a 14-cent jump in 
the price of a pizza. He suggested that 
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See SCHNATTER, Page 7A 
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